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MINUTES OF THE BRECON BEACONS NATIONAL PARK AUTHORITY 

STANDARDS COMMITTEE HELD AT PLAS Y FFYNNON, CAMBRIAN WAY, 

BRECON ON TUESDAY 3RD JUNE 2014 

 

  

Present 

 

Mr A Bracey (Chairman) 

Dr R Morgan (attending remotely via Video Conference) 

Mr I Raynes 

Ms C Howell  (attending remotely via Video Conference) 

Cllr Mrs J Ward 

 

 

In Attendance 
 

Mr J Cook (Chief Executive) 

Mrs R Edwards (Monitoring Officer) 

Mrs J Gruffydd (Democratic Services Manager) 

  

  

 

1/14 CORRESPONDENCE 

 

Apologies had been received from Cllr Mrs A Webb who had a personal and 

prejudicial interest in the main business of the meeting. 

 

The Chairman welcomed Dr Morgan and Mr Raynes to their first meeting of the 

Committee.  He advised that this was the first meeting at which the trial of Remote 

Attendance was taking place, with Dr Morgan and Ms Howell participating via video 

link from Cardiff.  The Remote Attendance Protocol had been tabled for 

information. 

 

It was with regret that the Chairman announced the resignation of the Monitoring 

Officer, Mrs Edwards.  He thanked her for her advice and guidance to the 

Committee and to him personally as Chairman. Other members also expressed their 

appreciation of the advice and support given to them. 

 

2/14 MEMBERS’ DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

 

No further declarations of interest were made. 

 

3/14 MINUTES 

RESOLVED:  That the minutes of the meeting held on 4 June 

2013 be approved and the Chairman authorised to sign them as 

a true record. 
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4/14 PUBLIC SPEAKING  

There were no requests to speak. 

 

5/14 ELECTION OF DEPUTY CHAIRMAN OF STANDARDS COMMITTEE 

 

RESOLVED:  That Mr I Raynes be elected as Deputy Chairman 

of the Standards Committee 

 

6/14 APPLICATIONS FOR DISPENSATION TO SPEAK: Planning Application 

No. 13/10295/FUL (GILWERN) 

Members considered applications from Cllr Martin Hickman and Cllr Ann Webb for 

dispensation to speak and vote on a planning application to be considered at the 

Planning, Access and Rights of Way Committee on 10 June 2014.  The case officer 

had also provided detail on the significant planning gain to Monmouthshire County 

Council through the Section 106 agreement if the application was approved. 

The Monitoring Officer gave procedural advice on consideration of such matters for 

the benefit of the two new members and explained that the Committee needed to 

ascertain whether the involvement of the two Monmouthshire members in the 

decision would prejudice the public interest.  She also confirmed that the Committee 

could grant dispensation for up to 12 months even if a member had requested it for 

6 months. 

Members noted that neither of the members had been involved in the application to 

date and that the applicant was not Monmouthshire County Council.  The Chief 

Executive advised that when considering such requests for dispensation the key 

matter for consideration is the impact on public perception of the Authority.  A 

member commented that in these difficult financial times the potential financial 

benefits to the local authority were considerable. 

A member felt that the debate at this meeting addressed the concerns of public 

perception and that the Committee should be able to make a confident decision 

based on all the facts. 

RESOLVED:  That dispensation be granted to Cllr M Hickman 

and Cllr A Webb to participate in the consideration of Planning 

Application No. 13/10295/FUL (GILWERN) up to a period of 12 

months from the date of this meeting. 
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7/14 OTHER BUSINESS 

 

 The following item of business is, in the opinion of the Chairman, of such urgency as 

to warrant consideration. 

 

7.1 Member Development 

 

 The two new members felt that further training in the application of protocols by 

the Standards Committee would be beneficial.  It was also felt that the Committee 

would benefit from future feedback on the outcomes of its decisions to ensure 

consistency and suggested that there should be a standard agenda item in future. 

 

 Members who had attended the Standards Conference in previous years confirmed 

how useful this was as a development opportunity. 

 

 The Democratic Services Manager confirmed that she would address the issues 
raised. 

 

7.2 Feedback on Remote Attendance 

The Chairman asked for feedback given that this was the first trial of remote 

attendance.  Both remotely attending members confirmed that they were both used 

to participating in meeting via video link and that the slight delay in sound/sight 

synchronisation had not detracted from the benefits of not having to travel to the 

meeting.  It was noted that the camera angle would need to be altered to ensure 

that officers could be viewed by the remote attendees. 

The Chief Executive advised that he had found the delay and the occasional freezing 

of the screen quite distracting, with potential for missing a vote.  It was agreed that 

this would be raised with the IT team, and that it would be good practice for voting 

numbers to be summarised by the Chairman to ensure that no mistakes were made. 

 

 

 

 

CHAIRMAN 


